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HARD BALL

CHARACTERS:

LILA - A teenage girl, 16.
JACK - Her father, mid-40s.

CAROL - A co-worker of JACK. Mid-30s.

SETTING:

The stands of a Major League Baseball stadium.

TIME:

The present.



HARD BALL

A Short Play

by MikeFolie

SETTING: Three connected seats at aM gor League Basebdl stadium,
anywhereinthe U.S or Canada. If possible, there should be awaist-high
metal railingin front of the seats, indicating that they areinthefirst row.

AT RISE: Organ music and other baseball park sound effects. JACK and
LILA enter. JACK islookingat tickets and checking seat numbers. HE is
aso loaded down with bags, souvenirs. HE can be dressed in the specific
team gear (A merican League) of whatever M gor League team THEY have
cometo seeplay. LILA carries nothing and HER entire teenage body
language suggests sheis not too happy to be here. (Note: Parentheses
within dialogue indicate wher e that line is overlapped by the next line.)

JACK
Herewearel Hey! Grea seats! Right down front.

LILA
Why did we have to get here so damn early ?

JACK
Don't you want to watch batting practice?

LILA
No.

JACK
You used to begmeto getcha here early to watch batting practice.

LILA
When | wasten!

JACK
Look! There's Jose Perez! Warming up inright field.



LILA
Gawd! He must beeghty years old by now.

JACK
Hé's ten years younger than me!

LILA
“Tenyears younger thanl,” Dad. Learnto speak Endish.

(JACK éaffects acomic Italian accent)

JACK
Ah, | speak-a da Engish good enough.

(Yelinginto the bal field)
Hey! Jose!

(ToLILA)
M ay be hell come over and gve you his autograph!

(Into thefield)
HEY! JOSE. My littlegrl hereloves you!

LILA
DAD! Shut up!

JACK
Look! Heswavingat you, Honey. Wave back.

(LILA is mortified.)

LILA
Oh Gawd!

(JACK wavesfor HER.)

JACK
Tha’swhy | lovethe DH rule. Gives some of these older guys afew moreyearsto
shine. M aybe héell hit oneright to uswhen he gets up at theplate. Oh! That
reminds me. Look at what | brought for you.



(HE takes abaseball gove out of one of the bags and triesto hand it to
her.)

JACK (CONT’'D)
Just in case.

LILA
Great. Thanks.

(Instead of takingthe gove, SHE pulls out HER cdll phone and starts
totext.)

JACK
What are you doing?

LILA
If you're goingto drag me out here an hour before the game ...

JACK
I’m the boss, Honey. | have to be here when my employees arrive for Family Day .

(SHE continues to text through the following)

LILA
You just want me here as window dressing So you can pretend we're still abig
happy family.

JACK
Isthat what you think?

(Pause)
| want you here because you're my daughter and | loveyou.

(Pause. SHE shrugs, texts.)
C'mon! Lilal | hardly get to seeyou anymore. Let'stdk alittle.

LILA
About what?



JACK
How's school going?

LILA
It sucks.

JACK
How arethings at the house? With your M other and ... and, y'know ...Janice?

LILA
Y ou mean "how are things at Dyke Central ?'

(HE grabs the phone roughly out of HER hands.)

LILA (CONT’D)
Hey!

JACK
Don't you ever talk about your M other likethat! (Don't you ...!)

LILA
Sheleft you for awoman, Dad!

JACK
Shewasn't happy.

LILA
Wil I'm not so god-damned happy my self, in case y ou haven't (noticed!)

JACK
Watch your mouth! People from the office are startingto come!

LILA
I'm sixteen! It'salittlelate for meto start playing "Lilahas two mommies!"

(JACK waves at someone off)

JACK
Hi, Helen. Yep, we got abeautiful day!



LILA
Give me back my phone.

(Pause)
Give me back my phone or | will be very unpleasant today .

JACK
You use to love coming here every year for Family Day.

LILA
That was when wewere afamily.

(Pause.)

JACK
Do you want thegove or not?

LILA
| don't think old Jose' Perez is gonna be hitting anything over theright field wall
today, Dad.

JACK
He still has somejuicein him. Jose' does. He might surprisey ou.

LILA
Here comes one of your brain dead employ ees.

(SHE holds out HER hand while affecting a big, phony smile)
Do wewant “niceLild’ or “Demon Daughter from Hdl Lila’ today ? Hmmmm?

(Pause. HE gves HER the phone. CAROL enters with apicnic
basket.)

CAROL
Hey, hey, hey! Jack!

JACK
Caol! Hil



CAROL
Looks like wére gonnahave agreat day for it!

JACK
Suredoes. Whereyou sitting?

(CAROL looks at HER ticket.)

CAROL
OhmyGod! | think I'm sittingright here next to you. And this must beLila

JACK
Lila thisis Carol. From the office.

CAROL
Your father's officeisashrineto you, Lila

JACK
Carol's my acquisitions manager.

LILA
Redly? And what kinds of things does she acquire? Hm?

JACK
Wéll, she, uh, she handled al of the arrangements for Family Day thisyear. Right,
Caol? Got thetickets and everything. Did agreat job, too.

(CAROL dismisses the praise)

CAROL
Oh!

LILA
S0 | guess that means we have you to thank for these fabulous seats right down front.
All together. Like one bighappy family.



CAROL
Wl | just sorta handed them out, at random y'know. Willy-nilly and silly! That's
me! Hey! Look what | brought!

(SHE shows HIM the contents of HER picnic basket.)

JACK
Oh, Carol! Your famous fried chicken.

CAROL
And my potato saad!

JACK
Lookslikethere's alot there.

CAROL

Wl aren't you two the lucky ones to be sitting next to me then.

LILA
Aren't wejust.

CAROL
But y'know, they wouldn't let me bringin any of my drinks. | had Shapple and fruit
juiceand ....

JACK
In gass bottles?

(SHE nods

CAROL
Silly me! I'll just run down to the refreshment stand and ...

JACK
Oh, let me, Carol.



CAROL.
Nooooo! I'll doit.

(HE srductant to leave LILA with CAROL, afraid that LILA will not
behave well.)

JACK
Weél, if youdon't mind ....

LILA
Oh, and would you get meaDiet Coke, Daddy ? Please?

JACK
Uh, sure, Honey. Carol?

CAROL.
Just abottle of water, please.

JACK
Anythingelse, ladies.

LILA
Go on, Dad.

JACK

So that's one Diet Coke, (onewéter and....)

LILA
And take your time.

(Thetwo women are staring a& each other.)

JACK
Uh ... sure. Okay.

(A bit mystified, HE leaves. The women continueto stare at each other
amoment, sizing each other up.)

CAROL
Cadsonthetable?



LILA
You don't have any cards, bitch.

CAROL
Tha's noway totak toyour future Sep Mom, Lila

LILA
Likethat's gonna happen.

CAROL
Chicken?

LILA
You slegpingwith him?

CAROL
Not yet.

LILA

What do you want with an old man?

CAROL
He's not that much older than I.

LILA
Ooooh! Proper use of the subjective case. I’ll bet your grammar isn’t so perfect in
front of him.

CAROL
Best not to springtoo much on aman al a once., donchathink?

LILA
He's not rich.

CAROL
Sureyou don't want any chicken?

LILA
M om soaked him in the divorce.



10.

CAROL
| know.

LILA
So what's the apped?

CAROL
He's hot.

LILA
Oh, please! He's awimp!

CAROL
Heis not!

LILA

My mother walked all over him.

CAROL
He's agood and kind man, and when he loves someone he loves them completely and
forever. And that's not weakness, Honey. It takes someone specid to love people
likethat. You'l find that out as you get older.

LILA
| already have one pontificating M other.

CAROL
| don't want to beyour mother, Lila. But I'd like to be somebody's mother, before it's
too late.

LILA
Haveyou considered a sperm bank?

CAROL
Wouldn't you like alittle brother or sister?

LILA
Theideais not completely without its appedl.
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CAROL
So gve meyour blessing.

LILA
Areyou askingfor my father's hand in marriage?

CAROL
It'll betwiceas hard if you're against me.

LILA
Oh, Sweetheart! It'll beimpossibleif I'm against you.

CAROL
Maybe. M aybenot.

LILA
You want to find out?

CAROL

Do you? You hardly see himanymore. | see him five days aweek, eight to ten hours
aday. Sometimeswework late!

LILA
Bringit on, bitch!

CAROL
| don’t believeyou, Lila. | don’t believe y ou would sacrifice his happiness just to
show methat you can jerk him around any timeyou want? Am | wrong? Areyou
actudly that petty and spiteful!? Areyou redly just another version of your
M other?!

LILA
Ouch! That hurt.

CAROL
Good.

LILA

You play hard ball.



CAROL
No more than you, Baby cakes.

(Pause.)

LILA
| don’t want to see him hurt again.

CAROL
| won't.

LILA
How do | know that? | don't know anything about you. Except that you're
annoying.

CAROL
What do you want to know?

LILA
Areyou adyke?

CAROL

Why would | want to marry himif | weregay? Duh!

LILA
My mother married him.

CAROL
Your mother is confused. 1'm not.

(Pause.)

LILA
My mother's not bad. Not redly. She'sjust ....

CAROL
Confused.

12.



13.

LILA
Yeah.

(Pause)

CAROL
He's comingback. We don't have alot of time here.

LILA
So gveit tomestraight. What’s your pitch?

CAROL
Intwo yearsyou'll be off to college. Hell beaone. Lonely. Hell befair game for
any of those connivingbitches in that office - and believe me - there are afew aready
sniffing around.

LILA
You mean in addition to you.

CAROL
I'm not like that and I'll proveit toyou if you gve me hdf achance. I'll be good to
him and for him. I'll love him fiercely until one of usdies, and I'll do my best never to
hurt him. | promise.

(Pause)

CAROL (CONT’D)
| can't promise I'll never hurt him, because the more you love someone in this world,
the more you can hurt them. But I'll never hurt him intentionaly, that | can promise
you.

(Pause)

CAROL (CONT'D)
Please, Lila

(Pause. JACK enters with drinks.)



14.

JACK
Hey look! Jose' Perez is takinghis batting practice.

CAROL
| used to have such a crush on him.

JACK
Thisis probably hislast year.

LILA
Hell make agreat batting coach.

JACK
That hewill.
(We hear the solid crack of abat hittingaball.)
LILA
Ohmy God!

(THEY 4l look up, shadingtheir eyes from the sun.)

JACK
Tha isthe highest pop-up I've ever seen!

CAROL
It's coming this way!

JACK
It's still goin’ up. Lilal Here!

(HEtriesto gve LILA thedove, but SHE handsit right to CAROL.)

LILA
Oh, no! Thisonesadl yours, Carol.

(CAROL beams asmile and puts the gove on and looks up, ready to
catch thebdl. JACK islookingup, too, but LILA islookingat both of
THEM )



JACK
Hereit comes! Areyou ready?

CAROL
Oh, you bet | am!

(Snap to black.)

THEEND
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